
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Calendar Items: 

• The Men’s Breakfast is this Saturday, October 27 at 
Skeeter’s Mesquite Grill (Weslayan & Bissonnet) at 8:30. 

• Our Singing and Prayer service is coming up: Two weeks 
from today, Sunday, November 4. Make plans to join us! 

• Janice Kimbrough is well enough to be released from the 
hospital tomorrow and go home. This is good news! They did 
find some cancer cells in her lungs, and Dan and Janice will 
go in this week to discuss a plan for chemotherapy. Please 
pray for them; also Dan’s sister Glenda Toll is on hospice care. 

• Pat Butler continues to recover from her fall. She is doing 
physical therapy at home several days a week and is able to 
get around a little bit using a walker, but with much pain. 

• Jeremy and Kristie Tom (and Penelope) are in Dallas this 
weekend. Pray for their safety and others who are traveling.  

• Please continue to pray for Beverley Berthold, Muffy 
Garrett’s mom, who is battling cancer. 

• Pray for others with chronic health concerns: Laura Claburn, 
Jan & Richard Cooper, Mike Flinn, Deb Haley, Johnny 
Martinez, Anna Miekle, Bob Stark. 

• Sermon Title: Fulfilling Christ’s Suffering 

WHO ARE WE? 
A group of God’s 
children, striving to 
maintain the 
organization, 
doctrine and 
worship as taught in 
the New Testament 

ELDERS 
Brian Haley                  
Mark Mann                  
Mike Pharris 

DEACONS 
Scott Clanton                             
David Haley 
Mitchell Howell 
Dan Kimbrough           
Jesse Knapp                  
John Moon 
Alex Morolez               
Gregory Williams 

EVANGELISTS  
Daniel Broadwell        
Steve Garrett 

CONTACT US 
8001 S. Rice Ave   
P.O. Box 1029                   
Bellaire, TX 77402 
bellairechurchofchrist.org 

DIRECTORY 
UPDATES 
Email: 
danieljady@gmail.com

SERVICE 
Welcome – R. McDonald 
Song Leader – M. Krueger 
Opening Prayer – K. Kendrick 
Communion Talk - D. Haley 
Lesson – D. Broadwell 
Announcements – M. Pharris 
Closing Prayer - D. Bean 
Wed. Songs - TBD 
Wed. Invitation - K. Kendrick 
Wed. Prayer - J. Seale

SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 
9:30 AM Worship              
11:00 AM Bible Study 

Wednesday: 
7:30 PM Bible Study 

BIBLE CLASSES 
New Songs/Thessalonians 

• Steve Garrett 
• Auditorium 

Middle - High School 
• Daniel Broadwell 
• Upstairs 

Classes for All Ages 
• God’s Mighty Hand 
• Back Classrooms 
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The Chain of Authority, by Brian Messerli 
Authority is the power to give commands and expect obedience. There are 3 links in the chain of authority in 
Scripture: God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), prophets and apostles, the Bible. Pretty simple! When Pharaoh 
asked, “Who is the LORD that I should obey Him?” (Ex 5:4) he found out real quick! As Creator, God has the 
power to give commands and expect obedience. “Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you 
shall not add to nor take away from it” (Deut 12:32). 

God then bestows His authority onto humans by speaking His authoritative word through them. These 
spokesmen for God are called prophets. He told Moses, “Go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach 
you what you are to say” (Ex 4:12). As God’s mouthpiece, Moses spoke with God’s authority and performed 
miracles to prove it (Ex 4:2-7)! What’s more, God gave Moses permission to bestow that authority on Joshua 
by laying hands on him! No other prophet was given this ability. “Lay your hand on him and commission him 
in their sight…you shall put some of your authority on him, in order that all the congregation of the sons of 
Israel may obey him” (Num 27:18,20). We see the same pattern in the New Testament! Jesus said,  “All 
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth” (Matt 28:18). Jesus then sends the Holy Spirit to 
bestow the apostles with His authority by making them His mouthpieces! Jesus told His apostles, “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you” (Jn 14:26). In Acts 2:4, the Holy Spirit comes on the apostles and from 
that point on they spoke with the same authority as Jesus! It’s why the apostle Paul could say, “For you know 
what commandments we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus” (1 Thess 4:2) and “the things which I 
write to you are the Lord’s commandment” (1 Cor 14:37). They also performed miracles to prove their 
authority (Mk 16:20). 

What’s more, the apostles, like Moses, were given special authority to make people prophets by laying their 
hands on them. “When Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began 
speaking with tongues and prophesying” (Acts 19:6). The apostles and the prophets they laid hands on (like 
Mark and Luke) wrote their revelations down for us in the pages of the New Testament, completing the final 
link in the chain of authority. God, prophets and apostles, Bible. “Stand firm and hold to the traditions which 
you were taught, whether by word of mouth or by letter from us” (2 Thess 2:15). 

Sadly, many today want to add links to the chain. Some believe after the apostles died there was a succession 
of authoritative men after them. The problem with this is twofold. 1) Only the apostles had the power to lay 
hands on people to make them prophets. Simon the sorcerer tried to buy that power from them and was 
rebuked. “Give this authority to me as well, so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 8:19). This means once the apostles and the prophets they gave authority to died, that was the 
end of the authoritative line. 2) The New Testament never tells us to look forward to additional sources of 
authority like church councils, popes, angels, or personal revelations from the Holy Spirit in the future. It 
always points us backward to the teachings of the apostles and prophets. “Remember the words spoken 
beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles” (2 
Pet 3:2; Jude 17). Some claim the Holy Spirit still speaks to them today, but how? The apostles never laid 
hands on them. Also, where are the miracles to back up that claim? Also, why? The apostles wrote down 
everything we need in Scripture (2 Tim 3:16-17). The chain of authority is complete; it stops with the Bible. In 
my experience, any additional source of authority is artificial and tries to change what the Bible says. May it 
never be!
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