
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
• Linda Pharris continues her recovery from hip replacement 

surgery. Pray for further strength and check with Mike and 
Linda to see how they can be served.  

• Terry Walker keeps progressing well after his leg injury and 
surgery. It’s good to see him out with us; let’s encourage him 
and stay updated on his needs moving forward. 

• Keep in mind David and Josie Haley (and Abe) as they 
continue to adjust to life with new baby girl Rose. 

• Remember those currently traveling, including Jan and 
Richard Cooper, EL and Dietta Nickerson, and Bob and 
Erma Stark, among others. 

• Daniel and Beth Broadwell will be heading to the east coast 
tomorrow, he is preaching a meeting in New York City this 
coming weekend, and they will be returning on August 1. 

• Continue praying for Beverley Berthold, Muffy Garrett’s 
mother, as she perseveres through her cancer treatment 

• Keep praying for those with on-going health concerns: Pat 
Butler, Laura Claburn, Jan and Richard Cooper, Mike 
Flinn, Deb Haley, Janice Kimbrough, Johnny Martinez, 
Anna Miekle, Bob Stark. 

• Sermon Title: Gathering of the Wounded (Life of David) 

WHO ARE WE? 
A group of God’s 
children, striving to 
maintain the 
organization, 
doctrine and 
worship as taught in 
the New Testament 

ELDERS 
Brian Haley                  
Mark Mann                  
Mike Pharris 

DEACONS 
Scott Clanton                             
David Haley 
Mitchell Howell 
Dan Kimbrough           
Jesse Knapp                  
John Moon 
Alex Morolez               
Gregory Williams 

EVANGELISTS  
Daniel Broadwell        
Steve Garrett 

CONTACT US 
8001 S. Rice Ave   
P.O. Box 1029                   
Bellaire, TX 77402 
bellairechurchofchrist.org 

DIRECTORY 
UPDATES 
Email: 
danieljady@gmail.com

SERVICE 
Welcome – F. Sparks 
Song Leader – C. Harrel 
Opening Prayer – B. Ward 
Communion Talk - J. Mitchell 
Lesson – S. Garrett 
Announcements – M. Pharris 
Closing Prayer - R. Black 
Wed. Songs - A. Morolez 
Wed. Invitation - J. Knapp 
Wed. Prayer - D. Bean

SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 
9:30 AM Worship              
11:00 AM Bible Study 

Wednesday: 
7:30 PM Bible Study 

BIBLE CLASSES 
Evangelism 

• Daniel Broadwell 
• Auditorium 

Middle - High School 
• Mark Mann 
• Harrison Banks 

Classes for All Ages 
• Back Classrooms 
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Planting on the Rocky Places 
by: Luke Woolbright 

“The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and when 
affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls away.” Matthew 13:20-21 

Joy does not save. God does. In a generation where many “just want their kids to be happy”, this 
point must be stressed. Many happy children have left home and fallen away, as have many enthused 
converts had short stories with tragic endings. 
Hear the parable. The seed was sown on “the rocky places”. It was placed in soil with limited depth. 
Therefore the root could not take hold at sufficient depth. Similarly, the word of God can reach 
someone in a shallow manner. It can elicit short-lived emotions, like the feeling when you are first 
saved. Yet, the roots of the Word must run deep into the heart. 
The person on the rocky places has a passionate heart that desires heaven. But their understanding of 
God is not deep enough that they desire to walk with Him no matter the cost. Christ’s truth has not 
fully taken hold in the inner most places. 
An old Kenny Chesney adage, “Everybody wants to go to heaven, but nobody wants to go right now,” 
describes many rocky soil people. Christianity that is misunderstood will seem more like a chore than 
a privilege. Righteousness unaccompanied by gratitude will feel more burdensome than joyful. Those 
who do not know God will desire only to be with Him in heaven instead desiring to take refuge in 
Him today. And if hell is never preached, our trials and persecutions may seem like the worst thing 
imaginable.  
While we hope for heaven and know God’s severity, we live for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:11-21). 
Therefor our joy is accompanied with love and fear. With understanding that aids in temptation, and 
a hope and assurance that survives hardships. The understanding of the character of God and of our 
King on the cross leads to a life-changing distinction in our Christianity: The joyous and the 
convicted. 
The joyous are ecstatic for salvation, excited for the message. All Christians ought to fall in that 
category. The convicted go further, understanding the price paid for salvation and the love behind the 
mercy and grace of our wondrous God. 
In Luke 14:28-29 Christ said, “For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first 
sit down and calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it will begin to ridicule him…” 
We must destroy the rocks and add depth to our lives. Count the cost. First, your salvation through 
God your Savior, and then that required for you to remain faithful to Him. When our hearts begin to 
grasp the love of God and the singleness and joy of devotion to Him, we will no longer be planting 
on rocks. Then shall we endure. 
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